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a usage of the Vienna Academy of Sciences requiring its
members to furnish a sketch of their lives. Unfortu-
nately, his recollections close with the year 1836. There
is, however, much valuable autobiographic material in
fragmentary jottings and in diaries of his travels in Italy,
in 1819; in Germany, in 1826; in Trance and England,
in 1836, and in Greece, in 1843. His "Kecollections of
the Year 1848" complete the direct record of his life.

He was the son of a cultured lawyer of high character,
but somewhat stern disposition, who reminds us in some
of his traits of the old Councillor Goethe. The boy in-
herited from his father the clearness of intellect which was
one of his most striking characteristics. The early educa-
tion he received was desultory, and tended to the suppres-
sion of his romantic and artistic instincts. There was
little intimacy between father and son. The mother, im-
pressionable and affectionate as she was, entirely lacked
the reposeful charm of "Frau Aja," who presided over
young Goethe's home. She came of a musical family and
was herself passionately fond of music. Haydn and
Mozart had frequented the house of her father, Christopher
Sonnleithner. He and his two sons were well known in
the musical and theatrical circles of Vienna. Franz in-
herited his mother's musical talent, which afterward
proved his chief solace, but, unfortunately, along with it,
the tendency to melancholy which brooded over his whole
life.

He was the oldest of four sons. He differed from his
brothers so radically in character and tastes that he grew
up, as he wrote, "in complete isolation." All his brothers
proved a source of constant care to him. One of them853, to conform withive theatres,emplary husband, as happens that canest. "Der Sternsteinhof" (Starstone Farm, so (jailed
